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Discover Lutheran Haven
Serving Lutherans for more than 50 years!

		 Independent Living
		 Assisted Living
		 Nursing Home Care
		 Respite Care

Where more than half the residents hail from Florida-Georgia District Congregations.
You might meet some old friends there, and for sure, will make some new ones.

Affiliated with the SELC District of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, 

Lutheran Haven has been a provider of 
retirement services for more than 50 years.

For more information, please call or write:
Mrs. P.J. Summersgill  • Lutheran Haven

2041 West State Road 426 • Oviedo, FL 32765
(407) 365-2224    Toll Free (800) 272-5676

1 and 2 bedroom rentals available

BOARD REPORT

	 The Florida-Georgia District 
Board of Directors opened its 
September 14-15 meeting in a 
joint morning session with the 
Circuit Counselors to hear and 
respond to a presentation by 
the Futures Committee. 
	 T h i s  e i g h t - m e m b e r 
committee was appointed by 
District President Rev. Dr. Gerhard 
Michael Jr. in 2006 to help 
Florida-Georgia strategize for 
its future. Their presentation at 
the Board meeting summarized 
their work to date and offered 
Board members the opportunity 
to provide input and feedback.
	 Board Chairman Jim Guelzow 
opened the meeting’s afternoon 

session with a devotion. One 
of the Board’s first order of 
business was to elect Rev. 
Stephen Wipperman as Region 
IV representation, replacing Rev. 
Henry Drummond who resigned 
from the position. Wipperman 
is pastor of Our Savior-Lake 
Worth, FL, the congregation 
left without a sanctuary after 
Hurricane Wilma’s 2005 visit.
	 Highlights from The Luther-
an Church - Missouri Synod’s 
recent convention were offered 
by Guelzow; Rev. Wayne Wilke, 
executive director of the Con-
cordia House of Studies; John 
List, District Communications; 
Jim Ingersoll, District treasurer; 
Rev. Jim Guelzow, Region III 
Board representative; and Presi-
dent Michael. All five men had 
been at the Convention as vot-
ing or advisory delegates.

Following in Faith
	 B o a rd  m e m b e r s  we re 
introduced to the Following in 
Faith theme for the District’s 60th 
anniversary celebration in 2008. 
Events for the celebration will 
include church worker Sunday 
(January 27); commemoration 
Sunday (February 17); and 
Circuit Convocations (April 5 
- May 4). 
	 More information will be 
sent to congregations and in-
cluded in upcoming issues of 
Lutheran LIFE.

Church Leaders
	 Stuart Craig joined the LCMS 
Foundation earlier this year as a 
Gift Planning Counselor and 
has been assigned to Florida-
Georgia. Craig has served on 
the Foundation staff as a gift 
planner and most recently as 
Assistant to the President of the 
Pacific Southwest District. 
	 Craig and his wife, Nancy, 
relocated to Central Florida in 
mid-August.
	 Four DCE interns are serving 
District congregations this 
year : Jamie Bass at Faith-
Marietta, GA; Jared Juszczak at 
Grace-Winter Haven, FL; Kelly 
Sevin at Hope-Bonita Springs, 
FL; and Andy Stumpf at Bethel-
Clearwater, FL. 

Funding the Mission
	 Plans are to complete all 
contacts and efforts for Forward 
Together - Servants in His Mission 
by the District’s 60th anniversary 
in February. More information 
on this $10-million capital cam-
paign is featured on the front 
page of this issue.
	 Progress is being made 
toward the Servants for the 
Future endowment fund’s $1 
million goal. As of the Board 
meeting date, 61 pastors and 20 
commissioned ministers had re-
sponded with pledges and gifts. 
A $100,000 commitment was 
made by William Kemp of Key 
West, FL, in  honor of his mother, 
Marge, a veteran missionary.

	 R i c h a r d  N e u b a u e r , 
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  Lu t h e r a n 
Church Extension Fund and 
Administration, reported that 
seven LCEF loans had been 
approved since the previous 
Board meeting. “The demand 
for loan dollars continues to be 
strong,” he noted.

Lutheran Schools
	 Fo u r  F l o r i d a - G e o r g i a 
schools earned their National 
Lutheran School Accreditation 
recently: St. Paul-Boca Raton, 
FL; Faith-Eustis, FL; St. Mark’s-
Hollywood, FL; and Trinity-Holly 
Hill, FL.
	 Four Florida congregations 
began their first full year of 
school ministry this fall, all with 
early childhood programs: Zion-
Fort Myers; First-Gainesville; 
Grace-Merritt Island; and Christ 
the King; Largo.
	 This year’s Educators Con-
ference was held in Orlando 
from September 19-21 under 
the theme “With All Your Heart.” 
A report on this conference will 
be featured in next month’s 
Lutheran LIFE.
	 The District’s 2007 Hearts for 
Jesus project generated more 
than $61,000 from students in 
Florida-Georgia to Mission India. 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
contributed to the gift with a 
$10,000 matching gift. 
	 “In four short years, the 
amount of contributions from 
children’s chapel offerings has 
grown from under $20,000 

to more than $60,000,” noted 
Mark Brink, Executive for School 
Ministries.
	

Multi-Cultural 
Outreach

	 Rev. Doug Kallesen, Execu-
tive for Outreach, reported on 
the wide range of District events 
and activities to share the Gos-
pel with at least 2 million people 
by 2017.
	 New mission start activity 
is under way at nine locations 
in the District. Some of these 
starts are already worshiping, 
while others are working on 
forming launch teams and 
building small groups.
	 Ten District congregations 
are currently involved in consul-
tations to strengthen their work 
in carrying out their God-given 
mission and purpose. The need 
for this service is “enormous, 
especially as we hear of statistics 
that say that up to 85% of our 
congregations have plateaued 
or have declined,” Pastor Kal-
lesen emphasized.
	

Human Care
	 The Florida-Georgia District 
helps support four outreach 
organizations in the two-state 
region: Lutheran Ser vices 
Georgia; Lutheran Services Flor-
ida; Lutheran Social Services 
of Northeast Florida; and Lu-
theran Social Services of North 
Florida.
	 The next board meeting is 
scheduled for November.  l

Board Considers Future Mission, 
Funding, Structure for District




