Florida-Georgia District
teachers, administrators, Direc-
tors of Christian Education,
pastors and caregivers were
among some 680 participants
at the 2006 Educators Confer-
ence, September 27-29 at the
Wyndham Resort in Orlando.

The theme for the three-day
gathering  Child of the Light

.. Be One! Teach One! Reach
One! was based on Ephe-
sians 4:17-5:20, which includes
the key phrase, For you were
once darkness, but now you are

Inside this Issue

President Michael offers
ideas on appreciating
your pastor

Page 2

Ablaze events continue
throughout Florida and
Georgia

Page 5

Jesus as a Jewish doctor?
Bruce Lieske shares his
thoughts

Page 6

CHS alum on vicarage
Page 7

District Board members
gather for rst time this
triennium

Page 8
3
2=
<_En:(\l o)
Eﬂ'gg 9y
ogLL U)UI—
2o w=m
amZ2= x>
O D%D
ZzokE [aY- o4
caxs <Pw
Z . o
2y
= lelas
2 J

Lutheran Life ® 75 SE Third Street ® Boca Raton, Florida 33432

Il- ~7 7/////// 4

@##Mg the World with | Christ's Love

Outstanding Educators Honored at Conference

lightin the Lord.Live as children
of light ...

Keynote addresses from
featured speaker Dina Carol
Vendetti explored aspects of
this theme. She shared various
stories from the field that
illustrated how the Gospel is
spread from child to child. Rev.
Stephen A. Wiggins, Sr., pastor
of Christ-East Point, GA, led
Conference Bible studies and
preached at the opening
worship service.

Four separate

sessions offered Con-
ference participants Q
the opportunity b

to attend a vari-
ety of workshops
covering various
aspects of minis-
try and outreach.
The workshops
were designed to
target different fo-
Cus groups.

A highlight of
the Conference was
the announcement
of this year s recipients of
the Ben Eggers Outstanding
Lutheran Educator Awards,
given to exemplary educators
in the categories of preschool/
kindergarten; elementary
grades 1-5 middle/high school
grades 6-12; or administration.

At this year s conference,
three educators were honored:

Joyce Brosch in the area of

elementary education;

Carl Schiefer in the area of

middle/high school; and

R

TEACH ONE

Jesse Crossmer in the area
of administration.

Joyce Brosch
First-grade teacher Joyce
Brosch has been an educator
for 38 years, the last 19 of them
at Holy Cross Lutheran School-
North Miami, FL.

o
BE ONE

Known as the elder states-
man among the Holy Cross
staff, Brosch is described by col-
leaguesas the voice of wisdom,
energy, maturity and humor
who exemplifies every day
what a true Christian is really
supposed to be.

Her students enhance that
description, calling Brosch a
good disciplinarian because
she does it with motherly
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love, who helps in all subjects
all the time. She smiles a lot
and shows me Jesus really does
love me.

Carl Schiefer
For the past 21 years,
Carl Schiefer has been on the
faculty of St. Paul Lutheran
School-Boca Raton, FL. He
has served in various ca-
pacities at St. Paul and
now teachers middle
school math and
religion.
During his
44-year career,
’ Schieferhasalso
served schools
in Hong Kong,
India and
Michigan.
Colleagues
note that

Schiefer is an
amazing en-
courager, a great
listener and out-
standing teacher

who never shies away from an
opportunity to talk about his
Savior. He walks the walk, they
report,and hislove for the Lord
isevidentin his spiritual life, per-
sonal life and professional life.

Jesse Crossmer

A former president of the
Educators Conference, Jesse
Crossmer has served most of
his 25 years in the teaching
ministry in the Florida-Georgia
District. He is the principal of
Our Savior Lutheran School-St.
Petersburg, FL.

Crossmer, according to
colleagues, demonstrates
exceptional Christian leadership
through his patience,dedication,
infectiousenthusiasmandstrong
faith. He leads by example and

has vision and strengths that
motivate others.

During his time at Our
Savior, Crossmer has served in
various roles and has set up a
radio broadcast station for the
local area. k

Rev. Stephen A. Wiggins Sr. led
Conference Bible studies and preached

! I ) Joyce Brosch of Hon Cross-North
at the opening worship service.

Miami, FL

AMONG THOSE STUDENTS beginning their studies at Con-
cordiaTheological Seminary-FortWayne this year are Christopher J.
Hull of Timothy Lutheran Church-Woodstock, GA, shown here with
his wife, Allison;and Tod A. Shouse of Messiah Lutheran-Tampa, FL.
Hull is studying for his Master of Divinity degree, and Shouse is in
the Seminary s alternate route program. k

Shown with honoree Carl Schiefer of St.Paul-Boca Raton, FL, are (I-r) his daughter
Katrina Kemos of Boca Raton; mother Gretchen Schiefer of Frankenmuth MI; wife
Virginia; and sister Charlotte Heinlein of Frankenmuth.

HURRICANE FUN KITS FOR KIDS st Paul Lutheran
School-Lakeland,FL,seventh-grade student Lexi Rhoden (left) and
her friend Angelica Brigman (right) worked many volunteer hours
on acommunity service project. called Hurricane Fun Kits for Kids.
These kits will be picked up by the Red Cross and distributed to
kids who are evacuated to shelters during a hurricane.Their original
goal was to make 100 kits, but they decided to make 275 kits. They
hope these Hurricane Fun Kits will bring some comfort to children
who are displaced during the upcoming hurricane season. k
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Gerhard C. Michael, Jr.
District President

My hunch is that you have
said, Thank you, pastor! on dif-
ferent occasions. These could
include when you have ben-
efitted from his service like a
helpful conversation, an inspir-
ing sermon, a meaningful Bible
study; or from his pastoral care
when he visited you in the

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Thank You, Pastor!

the Word of God in a society in
which that Word is often treated
asirrelevant.Heis called to help
us discern the Lord s will that we
may follow it rather than simply
imitate the world around us.His
is the duty to call us to love as
Christ has loved us; to witness to
that love with words that impart
grace to those who hear; to be
generous with the resources
God has entrusted to us; to be
honest and fair in our dealings
with others; to be God s kind of
people, no matter the cost.

His even more important
duty is this: to help us see and
believe in Jesus as the one who
has completed his mission from
God, that we may nd in his life
the strength we need for our
lives. That proclamation is a
pastor s highest privilege and
greatest joy!

In view of that kind of
challenging assignment, it is
easy to get discouraged. If the
people do not respond to his
urgings, if they do not take to
heart his Scriptural admonitions,
if they do not support the Lord s
work with generosity, the pastor

October has been designated

Clergy Appreciation Month. | am notsure
of its origin, but | believe it has a purpose
that we need to heed. Being a pastor today is
not an easy job, if it has ever been.

hospital, consoled you on the
death of a loved one,counseled
you how to deal with a dif cult
issue. Such words of gratitude
are welcome and encourage a
pastor in his ministry.

October has been designat-
ed Clergy Appreciation Month.
| am not sure of its origin, but |
believe it has a purpose that we
need to heed. Being a pastor
today is not an easy job, if it has
ever been.He has been called by
God to help us hear and follow

can easily wonder whether
his ministry is effective and
appreciated.

k k kk k

The same is certainly true
for other called workers in the
church: teachers, deaconesses,
directors of Christian Educa-
tion, outreach, family life, music
ministry and the like. Given their
high calling, high expectations
can easily go unmet.

peting iy Wi wrord | Civima s ree
!
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Every congregation is a church in mission, and every
member is a missionary; with all of us working together
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ,

empowered by His Gospel to share His love.
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members of the activities, the personalities and resources offered by the Synod and
the District. Lutheran LIFE may also provide a forum for Lutherans to express their
views and ideas on a wide range of topics. We welcome and encourage editorials,
emphasizing that the views and opinions expressed are not necessarily shared by
the editors or District or Synod personnel. Lutheran LIFE is published monthly, with
occasional combined bimonthly issues. Editorials, press releases and photos are
encouraged and must be received at Lutheran LIFE publication offices no later than
the 10" of the month prior to the publication date. While we make every attempt
to use submitted information in the next issue of LIFE, space considerations prevent
us from guaranteeing that stories will be used immediately. Advertising is welcome;
information is available from our production office. Changes of address or new
subscriber information should be directed to our production office as well.
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Serving,
Assisting,
Encouraging
Congregations in Ministry

While clergy and their co-
workers are expected to be
mature and carry out their du-
tiesin a sel ess manner,simply
because God has called them,

program, volunteering to serve
as a greeter, assisting in clean-
up after a social event, or even
better sending him the signal
that you are genuinely trying to

The pastor s even more important duty is to
help us see and believe in Jesus as the one
who has completed his mission from God,

thatwe may ndin His life the strength we
need for our lives. That proclamation is a
pastor s highest privilege and greatest joy!

the reality is that they are like

live out your Christian calling on

you and me. They need to re- the job,in your family,with your
ceive words of appreciation, t 0. bridge partners or golf-mates,
It cheers them up and nudges you will let your pastor know
them to keep on'plugging.Just thatheis not serving by himself,
as the cheers of a crowd can butyou are in the ministry with
raise the play of an attha him. By such partnership in the

the encour-

new level, e

agement that comes fr a hiswork is truly worthwhile!
parishioner or hi i '

Send your pa
the telephone toe
appreciation, send an Email wi
words, or just stop by sometime

can motivate a pastor to do
even better!

How should that encour-
agement be given? Id like to
suggest that seeking to do
something concrete and spe-
ci ¢ can be a most meaningful
gesture.Send your pastor a
card; call him on the telephone
to express a word of apprecia-
tion; send an Email with similar
words, or just stop by sometime
and sincerely ask him how he
is doing. Is there anything that
you would like me to pray for?

My husband and | would like to
take you outto dinner. By doing
something speci c, the appre-
ciation moves from being just a
thought to an action that com-
municates. October would be a

Gospel, the pastor senses that

kk kk k

| recognize that not every
pastor-congregation partner-
ship is as happy as we would
like itto be.Unful lled expecta-
tions of one another can lead to
strained relationships. A pastor
may not have the gifts that a
congregation believes it needs

like that of being an excellent
administrator or someone who
can easily relate with the sick
and dying.

Isthere some way that a pas-
tor can be helped to recognize
his weak areas and provisions
made in the congregation to
provide coverage? Not to be
the world s best organizer does
not mean that a pastor s worth
is diminished; his worth rests in
God s value placed upon him in
his baptism.Undoubtedly there

sincerely ask him how he is doing.

In writing to the Roman Chris-
tians, Paul re ects this kind of
teamwork, For | am longing
to see you so that | may share
with you some spiritual gift to
strengthen you or rather so
that we may be mutually en-
couraged by each other s faith,
both yours and mine. (1:11f)
This is the two-way giving and
receiving that makes for joyina
congregation!

October would be a great month to do
something! And while this month singles out
clergy, its application can be expanded to
include other called workers as well.

great month to do something!
And while this month singles
out clergy, its application can
be expanded to include other
called workers as well.

| know that some of our
congregations have expressed
thiskind of appreciation by pro-
viding the wherewithal for the
pastor to take his wife along for
this years pastoral conference,
when its venue was a Carib-
bean cruise (actually not any
more expensive than a typical
pastors conference).l thank you
for this act of loving support. It
is appreciated by our pastors! A
tangible act like this illustrates
how one can make his expres-
sion concrete.

kk kk k

My sincere hope is that
observing Clergy Appreciation
Monthinsome concrete way will
be a stimulus to doing what can
really make a pastor s heart glad:
having people whosincerelyjoin
with him in ministry. By getting
involved in the evangelism

Such partnership can scarcely
be over-emphasized. By God s
grace in Jesus Christ, we are
called to be his people in the
world. That s not an easy assign-
ment either. The world s way is
not that of the Lord! Our fallen
nature naturally wants whats
best for me,and the devil would
trick us into believing that too!

are lay people who can organize
and administer, if those are not
his strong suits. Through each
exercising the gifts Christ has
bestowed, the church can re-
main healthy and carry out its
mission effectively.

Thus, we need help to get
into the Word to discern God's
will for us in the world,and more
than that, we need the support
that can come from knowing
we are not alone on this mis-
sion.Through a pastor s ministry
we can be helped to sense the
wisdom of Gods way and the
power for itin the good news of
what God has already done for
usinJesus Christ.By aholy part-
nership between a pastor and
his congregation, both can be
strengthened for their unique
calling, whether as a pastor or
as a parishioner!

May Clergy Appreciation
Month be an encouragement
for all of us to work toward such
mutually beneficial relation-
ships!

In Memoriam: Robert Grunow

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Grunow, 82 of Spring Hill, FL died after a
brief hospital stay and Hospice care on Thursday, October 5.

Born in Modesto,CA, he came to Florida more than 30 years
ago. He was the co-founder and visitation pastor of Forest
Oaks Lutheran Church. He previously served as pastor for Our
Savior-Plantation, FL; Estate Planner for the Florida-Georgia

District, Development Officer at
Lutheran Haven-Oviedo and Director
of Seminary Relations for Concordia
Seminary-St. Louis.

Survivors include his wife, Dorothy
(Schroeder) Grunow; sons, Robert
(Barbara), Brentwood, TN, Thomas
(Karin), Portland, OR; daughter,
Lynn (Paul) McCain, Ballwin, MO;
eight grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. k






