Rev. Dr. Mel Jacob and Rev.
Dr.Rick Armstrong  Lutheran
Counseling Services executive
and associate directors ~ were
2006 Distinguished Alumnus of
the Year awards by Concordia
University-Austin.

The awards were presented
in February to six individuals

whose lives were altered and
perhaps changed forever by the
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LCS Execs Jacob, Armstrong Honored

hurricanes of the past year both
in Florida and Louisiana, said
Suzanne Mueller, Concordias
Alumni Director. Each of these
men, by their commendable
leadership, have contributed in
a very special way to the hurri-
cane relief and recovery efforts
this past year.

Jacob is directing the
coordination of emotional and
spiritual recovery efforts for

Dr. Rick Armstrong and Dr. Mel Jacob
with their Distinguished Alumnus
Awards from Concordia University-
Austin.

Lutherans in the areas affected
by the 2004 and 2005 hurricanes.
Lutheran Disaster Response
in conjunction with Lutheran
Services of the South is utilizing
Armstrong to coordinate the
emotional/spiritual recovery
efforts for Lutherans in the
areas affected by the 2005
hurricanes.

As a result of the recent
hurricanes and their work with
pastors and educators, Jacob
and Armstrong have imple-
mented and are now leading
Respite Retreats for church
workers affected. Their ministry
of caring for the care giver and
the Lutheran commitment to
long-term recovery issues will
continue for months to come.

Dr. Mel Jacob

After graduating from
Concordia-Austinin 1967,Jacob
went on to earn a B.A. from
Concordia Senior College-Fort
Wayne, IN; a Master s of Divinity
from Concordia Seminary-
St. Louis; and a Doctorate
in Pastoral Counseling from
Lutheran Theological Southern
Seminary-Columbia, SC. He is
Florida Licensed Marriage and
Family Therapist.

Jacob has parish pastor ex-
perience in Florida, Georgiaand
South Carolina and extensive
counseling experience through-
out the Florida-Georgia District.
He is Director/Coordinator for
Church Worker Care for Florida-
Georgia; Director/Coordinator
of Ministerial Assistance Pro-
gram for the Florida-Bahamas
Synod, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America; and Min-
isterial Assessment Specialist
for the FL Conference of the
United Methodist Church. He
has authored numerous journal
publications/books, and has
been a presenter throughout
the United States on numerous
subjects.

Jacob serves on the Consul-
tation Committee as Convener
for the LCMS-ELCA in Specialized
Pastoral Care and is a Certi ed
Supreme Court of Florida Family
Mediator.He serves as Chaplain
for the 143rd Transportation
Command in Orlando and the
United States Army Reserves.He
has received numerous awards
from the United States Army in
this capacity.

Jacobs wife, Mary (ARNP,
Ed.D.), works on LCS staff in
providing professional therapy
and consultation services.

Dr.Rick Armstrong

A 1973 graduate of Concor-
dia-Austin, Armstrong served as
a parish pastor for 25 years with
extensive experience in Florida
prior to joining LCS. He has
been Team Manager for three
of the LCMS National Youth
Gatherings and Chairman of
the Church Worker and Family
Care Commission of the Florida-
Georgia District.

Armstrong is a registered
Marriage and Family Therapist
for the State of Florida and
received the Distinguished
Service Award in 2003 for the
Lutheran Schools Association in
New York.He co-authored God s
Care in Crisis, a manual to train
crisis teams in Christian schools
to prepare and provide aftercare
in crisis situations; God s Care,
for educators to help children
through loss and grief; and
Gods Care for Congregations in
Times of Crisis,a manual for crisis
teams in congregations.

Armstrong made many trips
to New York following 9/11 to
work with the schools there.

His wife Kristiis a registered
nurse and fellow 73 alumnae of
Concordia-Austin. k

Bob Ziegler Named LEA Distinguished
Lutheran Elementary Administrator

Bob Ziegler, principal of
Saint Michael Lutheran School-
Fort Myers, FL, is the 2006
Lutheran Education Associa-
tion Distinguished Lutheran
Elementary Administrator .

Saint Michael honored
Ziegler at the March 12 morn-
ing worship which featured a
presentation from Dr.Jon Laabs,
LEA Executive Director.Arecep-
tion followed the service.

Ziegler officially received
the award at the LEA National
Administrators Conference in
St. Louis, March 27-29.

Ziegler has served in LCMS
schools for 25 years, including
Peace-Fort Lauderdale; St.John-
Good Thunder,MN; Mount Hope
Redemption-Bloomington, MN;
St. John-Ellisville, MO; and Con-
cordia-Peoria, IL; before coming
to Saint Michael in 1999.

He earned a B.A. in educa-
tion from Concordia University
Nebraska and an M.S.in admin-
istration from Mankato State
University in Minnesota.

Previous national service
and honors include piloting
National Lutheran School Ac-
creditation, helping to establish

the School Leadership Develop-
ment project (in which he still
serves) and being a Rotary In-
ternational Paul Harris Fellow.
In announcing Ziegler s se-
lection,LEA of cials noted, Bob
is respected because of his work
and personality.One school par-
ent wrote, Bobs solid faith in
Jesus Christis perhaps his stron-
gest attribute. Being principal of
a Lutheran school gives quite
an opportunity for witnessing
to children and their families
about Jesus Christ.Bob not only
openly shares God s Word with

Bob Ziegler

all of our staff and students, but
most importantly, Bob demon-
strates his faith throughout his
day-to-day walk.

In reflecting on the call
process that brought Ziegler to
Fort Myers, Pastor Jon Zehnder
said, We were looking for an
administrator who could not
only continue to keep Saint
Michael on the cutting edge of
academic excellence but also
one who could effectively lead
and communicate the precious-
ness of our faith in our Savior
Jesus Christ. Bob has delivered
on both fronts!

When asked about his min-
istry, Ziegler said, My greatest
joys come when we baptize a
student into the family of God.
Furthermore, When a student
is kind and caring  or writes
an essay or poem about Jesus
love, | know we are making a
difference for life here and for
eternity.

The Distinguished Lutheran
Elementary Educations is cho-
sen based on the following
criteria:

Strong commitment to

serving the Lord

Active in local community
as well as Lutheran
community
Commitment to
excellence and meeting
the social, emotional,
spiritual, and cognitive
needs of children and
families
Active administrator in a
Lutheran elementary
school with at least ve
years experience
Equipped and willing to
profess and teach
Christian faith from a
Lutheran perspective;
desired: synodically
trained, colloquized, or
active participantin
Colloquy program
Outstanding leadership
through curriculum
development, staff morale,
and family involvement.
Active member of LEA,
participant in LEADnet,
and member of other
professional associations.
Ziegler is the 17" principal
to receive the award since its
inception in 1990. k
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by Rev. Dr. Gerhard Michael Jr.
President, Florida-Georgia District

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Baptism and -

on failing unless Christ s
forgiveness releases us
from our fear and self-
centeredness, redirects
our lives and empowers
to begin anew.

This month | would
like to suggest how
we might connect our
baptisms to witnessing,
confident that its gra-
cious reality will not only
provide direction for our
witnessing efforts but
also power to carry them
out effectively.Recalling
how Luther wrote in his

sntit sad that we do not do

spontaneously and eagerly

whatweshould thingslike

loving one another,studying
the Word of God or witnessing
to His grace? There would be no
need for an Ablaze! movement, if
we did not remain sinners even
after our conversion!

As | see it, Ablaze! has as
its goal awakening us Missouri
Lutherans to our witnessing re-
sponsibilities and privileges, so
that personally and corporately
we tell the good news of Jesus
to everyone who will listen.

June 9-11,the Florida-Geor-
gia District will be meeting in
convention at the Marriott Hotel
in Lake Mary, FL. A major thrust
of the convention will be to re-
commit to being a missionary
District,challenging each of our
congregations to share the love
of the Savior in word and deed,
and they in turn challenging
their members personally to do
the same.

Its my conviction that we
are not going to achieve long-
term success in these goals
unless we are hooked up to the
power of the Gospel. Programs
may redirect us for a while, but
without the renewing power of
the Gospel,we will slip back into
the old ruts again.Because of our
ongoing sinfulness, we will keep

Large Catechism that in
baptism every Christian has
enough to study and to practice
all his life, (LC, IV, 41) | want to
identify some of the ways that
baptism can assist us in speak-
ing up for Jesus.

Let me begin by saying
that baptism can foster the at-
titude which will be conducive
to witnessing. To be an effec-
tive witness, one needs to be
humble, if ones witness is to be
welcomed. Baptism, | believe
can promote that attitude.

A common picture for bap-
tism is that of being reborn.
Jesus uses it with Nicodemus in
John 3,talking about the neces-
sity of being born from above,

being born of water and the
Spirit, if he would see or enter
the kingdom of God. Mothers
give birth to babies; God must
give new life to us, if we would
experience His gracious rule.He
does so in baptism.

In his rst letter Peter also
speaksabout being bornanew,
not of perishable but imperish-
able seed, through the living
and enduring word of God,
(1:23) and in 1:3, By His great
mercy He has given us a new
birthinto aliving hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, references
which undoubtedly refer to
baptism. Paul too is most likely
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thinking of baptism when writ-
ing to Titus, that God our Savior

saved us, not because of any
works of righteousness that we
had done, but according to His
mercy, through the water of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy

Spirit. (3:5)

Another image that re-en-
forces that we are receivers is
that of enlightenment. In the
theme verse for our upcom-
ing convention, Ephesians 5:8,
Paul writes, For once you were
darkness, but now in the Lord
you are light. Live as children
of light.

Darkness cannot make
itself light. Light comes to dark-
ness and drives it out. Christ
is the light we receive in Holy
Baptism. The ceremony of
the lighted baptismal candle
implies that Christ shares
His light with the one who has
been baptized. Ephesians 5:14
is generally thought to be a
fragment of a baptismal hymn,
suggesting further that en-
lightenment is an appropriate
picture for baptism.

.l';u--'l'.-'ﬂy #hs Warld wiith | Chrigi's Love

is the One who died for all, the
One in whom God was at work
reconciling the world to Himself.
(I Cor.5:15,19)

Now,if you have been united
with the Savior of the world,and
are personally experiencing the
fruit of His life-giving work,does
it not follow that you have an un-
limited mission eld? Everyone
you come into contact with is
someone for whom Christ died:
the hairdresser, the policeman,
the clerk in the supermarket,
the person changing your cars
oil at the service station, the
students and teachers at school,
the folks you worship with  in
short everyone you encounter,
whether he or she is like you or
not. Through your baptism you
are linked with the Individual
the townspeople from Samaria
identi ed as the Savior of the
world. (John 4:42)

By listing these various
people, | trust that you sense
an important truth about our
witnessing. It is relational. Our
goalisnotto try tocommunicate
with everyone at once. By birth

Through baptism we are born into the family
of God, and our goal is to help other people
enter the family of Our Father, through
knowing His only Son, Jesus Christ. By
approaching it relationally and personally,
we can welcome others into the family.

Both images suggest to me
the same reality. In baptism, we
are receivers. God is the Actor.
We get baptized. We get unit-
ed with Christ. We are reborn.
We are made light. Because
God is the Doer and we are
recipients of His mercy, new life
and light, our attitude can and
should be humility.

Humble people will likely
witness more effectively than
the arrogant or aggressive. Their
humility makes them accept-
able to other people. Because
they know that what they have
has come by grace, they can
quietly listen to other people
to learn their needs, their situ-
ation, their personalities. Their
humility will communicate
their interest and concern, key
ingredients for gaining a hear-
ing. People who dont take the
time to listen before they start
speaking will likely not be very
good missionaries!

In baptism we are also given
the goal for our witnessing. We
seek to proclaim Jesus Christ.
He is the One we are united
with in baptism. As many of
you as were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. (Gal. 3:27) Romans
6:3-11 emphasizes powerfully
that in baptism we are united
with Jesus Christ in His death
and resurrection, a truth that
Colossians 2:11-12 expresses
as well. And who is this One
with whom we are united? He

we are born into a family and
we relate to family members
individually. Through baptism
we are born into the family of
God, and our goal is to help
other people enter the family
of Our Father, through knowing
His only Son, Jesus Christ.
By approaching it relationally
and personally, we can
welcome others into the family.
Baptism helps us do that by
reminding us that we have
personally been united with
Jesus, the world s Savior.

In addition to helping us
sense the right attitude and the
goal for our witnessing, baptism
helps us realize that there is
content to our witnessing.By lis-
tening to our neighbors, friends,
family members and co-work-
ers, we learn where their hurts
and struggles are, and how we
might connect with them.

Our purpose in connecting
is not just to identify with them,
but to point them to Jesus,
the One who is sufficient to
meet every form in which sin
expresses itself. To someone
struggling with broken
relationships, we may present
Christas our peace, (Ephesians
2:14); to someone burdened
with guilt, we may share we are
justi ed by grace through faith
in Jesus Christ (Romans 3-5). To
someone who is confronted

with death, we may share Him
as the resurrection and the
life. (John 11:25). To one who
is confused, we may proclaim
Jesus as the Leader (Acts 5:31),
the one who calls us to follow
him (Mark 1:16-20).
My point is this: in baptism
we are joined to this all-suf-
cient Savior, and even though
we ourselves need to be taught
anew how all-suf cient he truly
is, doesnt it make sense for us
to let others in on the secret,
the mystery hidden for ages but
now disclosed in Jesus Christ?
(Romans 16:25-27) Since He is
all-suf cient, shouldnt He be a
blessing for everyone?

Finally | wish to connect
baptism to our witnessing be-
cause in it we have power to
undertake this privilege. In
baptism we are united with
Jesus Christ who has risen from
the dead. All the forces of dark-
ness have bowed before Him.
If the last enemy, death itself,
cannot conquer Him, then we
have a light no darkness can
overcome (John 1.5). We have
a life which cannot be snuffed
out; it is everlasting, beginning
now but continuing forever.

The content of our witness-
ing packs power, foritsall about
the One who has all authority in
heaven and on earth. Nothing
is excepted. And He gives us a
powerful promise as we pursue
witnessing and disciple-making
for Him: Lo, | am with you all
the days to the end of the age.
(Matthew 28:18-20)

If that were not enough,
listen how He encourages His
awe-struck disciples as He
prepared to leave themtoreturn
to heaven, Butyou shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you shall
be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
all Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth. (Acts 1.8) As
the rest of that book bears out,
the Spirit is active in baptism.
Those who are baptized have
that precious yet powerful
gift. Peter told the people on
Pentecost, Repent and be
baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ so that
your sins may be forgiven; and
you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. (2:38)

In our baptisms, my readers,
we have direction and power
for witnessing to Jesus! Daily
lets remember what Jesus has
givenusin our baptisms that we
may not only die to sin and live
to righteousness, but also listen
humbly to those around us
and confidently witness
to them of Jesus the Christ
whose saving work has been
sealed to usin Holy Baptism and
made our own through faith.
Baptism can keep us Ablaze! for
Jesus Christ!
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Prince of Peace

Faith Honors

LeoraLaubaugh  \Welcomes New Pastor

Leora Laubaugh was

honored for her 21 years of
faithful and dedicated service
as Director of Music at Faith
Lutheran-New Port Richey, FL,
during arecent Sunday worship
service.

As Director of Music,
Laubaugh is the congregations
organist, choir director and
hand bell choir director.

Rev.Roy Lidbom, acting on
behalf of Faiths Board of Person-
nel, presented Laubaugh with a
plaque as well as a bouquet of
roses. He thanked her for shar-
ing her musical gifts,leadership,
counsel and long-term services

as members and staff together
reach out to make disciples
while giving glory to God. k

Leora Laubaugh received roses and
a recognition plaque from Rev. Roy
Lidbom on behalf of Faith-New Port
Richey, in thanks for her 21 years as
Director of Music.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL-Boca Raton, FL, graduates

Bergen Davell, John Dover and Ali Mattek were honored at the
17t Annual Champions Ball of the YMCA of South Palm Beach
County with the Dr. William P. Schipani Scholarship. The St. Paul
graduates are three of the 26 area high school seniors who received
the scholarships. Recipients were chosen by their high schools
for demonstrating excellence in academics, athletics and church

involvement. k

STUDENTS FROM FAITH LUTHERAN SCHOOL-Marietta,
GA, collected well over 1500 cans of food and $500 through their
chapel offerings to support a local food bank, M.U.S.T. Ministries.
Faith Lutheran Church and School also operates a food bank on its
campus and students were able to fully stock it through their do-
nations. Pictured are members of Faith Lutheran School s Student
Council, which sponsored the can food drive. k

Rev. Phillip Vance was in-
stalled as pastor of Prince of
Peace-Orlando during a special
service on February 26.

Vance,who earned his bach-
elor s degree in sociology while
on active duty with the United
States Air Force, graduated from
Concordia Theological Semi-
nary-Fort Wayne, IN,in 1993.His

rst call was to St. John-Pilger,

WY .:Izil il‘
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CAPSULE

Calling Congregations

Pastor

ArcadiaFL ..., Grace
AugustaGA ....... .Our Redeemer
Cape Coral FL ......cccovrvvrrnnens Trinity
Cartersville GA .. ..Savior of All
Clewiston FL.........cccoovvrierrvcnnnn, Faith
Cumming GA ... ..Living Faith
Ft.Lauderdale............cccccooe.... Trinity
Hialeah FL .......cccooceoe.e. St.Andrew s
LaBelle FL ................ Christ the King
North Miami FL.............. Holy Cross
North Palm Beach FL............. Faith
Savannah GA .......cccoeevennne. Trinity
Stockbridge GA ...Lord of Life
Tallahassee FL ................ Epiphany

Senior Pastor
St.Petersburg FL ....
St. Petersburg FL

Associate Pastor

Brandon FL ........cc.ccc....... Immanuel
Winter Haven FL ..................... Grace
Assistant Pastor

EUSEISFL ..o Faith
LULZFL o Holy Trinity
Associate/Assistant Pastor
Delray Beach FL ...........ccooovuu Trinity
Mission Developer

North Dade County

(Miami Shores FL) .......... Redeemer
Perry GA ..o Mission

Principal/Administrator
Brandon FL...................... Immanuel
Davie FL ..o, Gloria Dei

OcalaFL ..o St.John
OrlandoFL.............. Prince of Peace
Orlando FL ......cocvvvvvvvierrienens Trinity
St.Petersburg FL .....cc.ccccovvnenn. Grace
Stuart FL ..o, Redeemer
DCE/DCO

Kennesaw GA ............. Living Hope
Marietta GA ..o, Faith
Orlando FL .......ccoocvevvvviieerennne. Trinity
Savannah GA .........ccouvvennens Trinity
St.Petersburg, FL ....c..ccoovvs Grace
Winter Haven,FL ............c..c.... Grace

NE. In 1997, he accepted the
call to serve as Associate Pastor
of Trinity-Fremont, NE. He was
called as Trinity s Director of
Ministries in 1999.

Vance has served as an
Lutheran Womens Missionary
League District Counselor, on
the Board of Directors of Lu-
theran Services of Nebraska, on
the Human Care Commission

Calls Extended

St. Andrew s-Hialeah FL, extended
a call to Rev.Robert Sorensen,
Berwyn IL, as pastor.

Our Savior-St. Petersburg FL,
extended a call to Rev. Dean
Pfeffer, Hope-Plant City FL, as
senior pastor.

Redeemer-Stuart FL, extended a
call to Mr.Richard W. Schneider,
Trinity-Sheboygan WI, as
principal.

Faith-Marietta GA, extended
a call to Robert Jacklin,
Immanuel-Wentzvill MO, as
teacher.

Faith-Marietta GA, extended
a call to Nickolas Utech,
Shepherd of the Coast-Fort
Lauderdale FL, as teacher.

Immanuel-Brandon FL, extended
acall to Mr. Paul Albers, Rocky
Mountain District, as principal.

Grace-Jacksonville FL, extended
a call to Ms. Jennifer Meyer,
Champaign IL, as teacher.

Calls Received

Rev.James R.Wiebel, Prince of
Peace-Orlando FL, received a
call from Faith- Appleton Wi,
as pastor.

Rev. Jeffrey D. Marquardt, Trinity-
Rockledge FL, received a call
from Advent-Forest Hill MD, as
pastor.

Rev.Timothy J. Droegemueller,
Grace-Jacksonville FL, received
a call from Trinity- Urbana IL,
as pastor.

Concordia-Hyattsville MD,
extended a call to Ms. Aimee C.
Brown, Holy Trinity-Tampa FL,
as teacher. (Corrected)

Calls Accepted

Rev.Larry Tieman, Rivercliff-
Atlanta GA, accepted the call
from Immanuel-Crystal Lake IL.

Rev.James R. Wiebel, Prince of
Peace-Orlando FL, accepted
the call from Faith- Appleton
WI.

Ms. Aimee C.Brown, Holy Trinity-
Tampa FL, accepted the call
from Concordia- Hyattsville
MD. (Corrected)

of Nebraska, the Lay Ministers
Task Force of Nebraska and as
Lutheran World Relief Grant
Coordinator for the Nebraska
District of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod.

He and his wife Jeannette
have two children: Melissa, 18,a
student at the University of Ne-
braska-Omaha and Megan, 11,
a student at St. Lukes-Oviedo.
k

Pastors attending the February 26
installation of Pastor Phillip Vance
included Rev. Dr. Gerhard Michael,
President of the Florida-Georgia
District; Rev. James Wiebel, Rev. Dave
Parsch and Rev.Adolfo Borges of Prince
of Peace; Rev. Wayne Wilke, Concordia
House of Studies Executive Director;
Rev. Doug Kallesen, Executive Director
of Outreach for the Florida-Georgia
District; Rev. John Rallison, Journey
of Life; Rev. Dave Mulder, Ascension;
Rev. Mel Jacob, Executive Director of
Lutheran Counseling Services; Rev.Jim
Timmons,Redeemer; Rev.Brian Roberts
and Rev. Wally Arp, St. Lukess; Rev. Paul
Rausher, Providence; Rev. Jeff Moore,
Trinity; Rev. Paul Foust, Zion; Rev. Al
Scheips; Rev. Will Hassold; Rev. Paul
Foelber; Rev. George Loose; Rev. Hector
Parodi; and Rev. Dave Ludwig.

by Rev. Gerhard Michael Jr.
President, Florida-Georgia District

Ms. Jennifer Meyer, Champaign
IL, accepted the call from
Grace-Jacksonville FL.

Calls Declined

Rev. Steven M. Hufford, Peace-
Lombard IL, declined the call
from Trinity-Cape Coral FL.

Rev.James Rockey, Zion-Fort
Myers FL, declined the call from
Lord of Life-Stockbridge GA.

Mr.Gene Ladendorf, St. Johns-
Glendale WI declined the call
from Gloria Dei-Davie FL.

Mr. Paul M. Angell, EIm Grove
WI, declined the call from
Immanuel-Brandon FL.

Mr.Richard W. Schneider, Trinity-
Sheboygan WI, declined the
call from Redeemer- Stuart FL.

Transferred to Other Districts

Mr. Deon Hull to Northern lllinois

Mr. Joe Len Battle to Missouri
District.

Mrs. Mildred R.Fink to
Southeastern

Transferred from Other
Districts

Rev.Thomas R. Beaverson from
South Dakota

Rev. Phillip E. Vance from
Nebraska

Rev.Dr.Donald M. Hobratschk
from New Jersey

Rev.Robert D. Frerking from
Southeastern

Resignation

Ms.Jenna A.Weingart resigned
from LC of the Good Shepherd-
North Fort Myers FL.

Candidate Assignments

Ms.Jenna A.Weingart -
Concordia-Mequon WI - LC of
the Good Shepherd, North Fort
Myers FL

Emeritus

Rev.John L. Frerking, North Palm
Beach FL

Rev.Wayman Still, Sarasota FL

Church Triumphant
Rev. Arthur C.Krause, March 26,
2006
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Outreach Summit Effects Ripple
Throughout District

of Outreach

MissioN
IN AcCTION

by Rev. Doug Kallesen
Executive Director

training with outreach
emphasis) is being
scheduled in Orlando
and will later occur
regionally. Ablaze is a
grassroots movement
of Gods people stirred
by the Holy Spirit!

ts exciting to see all that

God is doing following our

Outreach Summits.

Many congregations are
making plans to do 50 Days
Ablaze following Easter al-
though it could be used at
anytime in the church year.
Trinity-Orlando is hosting their
own Ablaze! Outreach Summit,
giving members an opportunity
to become involved in areas of
outreach or evangelism.

| conducted an Ablaze
Outreach Training event for
Trinity-Fort Pierce and more
are being scheduled as con-
gregations and circuits ask
for resources and workshops
wanting to know how we can
connect our community to
Christ. St. Paul-Peachtree City,
GA, wants to host an Equipping
to Share seminar  an event
already sponsored by both As-
cension-Casselberry and Good
Shepherd-Titusville.

Pastor Dan Fulmer of
Shepherds Creek-Bradenton
reports that members are
developing personal mission
statements that include sharing
their faith in their own way.
Groups Ablaze (small group

Pastor Pat O Brien has
started contacting congrega-
tions that submitted an initial
Outreach Strategy at the Ablaze
Outreach Summits. He and
| are working in tandem to
deliver resources and training
to congregations, circuits and
individuals.

One of the most exciting
things to report is that many
of our presenters from the
Outreach Summits are willing
to present in our congrega-
tions and circuits. This includes
Lutheran Hour Ministry, which
presented the Equipping to
Share; LCEF s Thousand Fold
Workshop;and Stephans Minis-
try s Break Through Leadership.
Congregations may contact
these ministries directly or work
through the District Of ce.

| really am looking forward
to hearing back a report at
the District Convention about
what all is going on across the
District.

| am also scheduling times
to speak with circuits at the
monthly pastors meetings or
with Circuit Outreach Councils
in an effort to develop a blue-
print for outreach in each of
our 22 District Circuits. Plans

are under way for each circuit
to identify new mission starts
and prioritize them; identify
congregational and circuit out-
reach needs, strategies and
needed training and resources;
provide outreach training and
resources to individuals and
congregations through circuit
gatherings.
Our Ablaze goals include;
Florida-Georgia members
sharing their faith with
2 million or more people
by the year 2017,
Starting 200 or more
missions (2000-2017);
Revitalizing 22 or more
congregations in their
mission and outreach
(goal of one or more
congregations in each
circuit);
Doubling the number of
our Campus Ministries by
the year 2010;
Continued commitment
to Multi Cultural Outreach
and Urban Ministry;
Doubling the number of
baptized members in the
District by 2017 to 150,000
by God s grace.
| believe God is doing some
very exciting things in the Flor-
ida-Georgia District. | solicit
your outreach news and what
your Ablaze plans are. | would
like to restart our Ablaze Idea
Bank where congregations can
list outreach activities and their
impact.Your ideas will be shared
with other congregations via

Lutheran LIFE, hopefully stirring
all of our congregations to focus
anew on how they will reach
their communities for Christ. |
will also create a place on our
website to list these ideas. Fi-
nally, I welcome your comments
and questions on outreach and
how best we can work together
to proclaim the name and cause
of Christ!

Seniors Ablaze

Did you know that in fewer
than two decades residents in
59 out of 67 Florida counties will
have an average age over 60?

Atsunami of non-churched
baby boomers is perhaps the
greatest outreach frontier we
have in the United States today.
Furthermore, Cliff Peterson of
Church Resources, Inc., claims
that non-churched seniors are
more resistant to the gospel
than the Muslim population.
He surmised that unchurched
seniors have spent an entire life-
time dodging the church. They
know how to turn us down and
still be neighborly.

Petersons research lead
him to observe that many in
the senior population hold very
pluralistic views on religion.
Simply put, all religions lead
us to heaven; none is wrong,
you simply have to chose one
that works for you. He surmised
that many of those in this age
bracket have fewer than 50% of
their children attending church
and fewer than 25% of their
grandchildren.

Serving Lutherans for more than 50 years!

Itis just too painful to think
about these beloved people
facing an eternity in hell without
faith in Christ.

The effects on mass aging
are very relevant to the church
because by the year 2030 we
will have more people over the
age of 85 than we do who are
18 and younger. (Could this be
one of the consequences of a
society that allows abortion?)
The church will be faced with
the need for many people to
help meet both the physical
and spiritual needs of our senior
population. Financially it could
be devastating to the church. It
currently takes 13 new giving
units to replace every senior
who either dies or moves away,
said Peterson.

Work has begun in the Dis-
trictthrough Dave Weidner sand
my of ces to address the physi-
cal, mental, social and spiritual
needs of mass aging in our so-
ciety and church. This is a huge
opportunity for Christs gospel
to be proclaimed. | believe we
should also ask what God has in
store for us as LCMS Lutherans.
Could it not be a blessing that
many of our congregations are

lled with gray haired Christians
that are healthy, active and liv-
ing longer and more productive
lives! Could this be our season
to bear fruit-fruit that will last
unto eternity! Perhaps God Al-
mighty has raised us up for such
a time to be Ablaze as Seniors
reaching Seniors! k

Discover Lutheran Haven

Where more than half the residents hail from Florida-Georgia District Congregations.
You might meet some old friends there, and for sure, will make some new ones.

TUUTUTU

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Nursing Home Care
Respite Care

Affiliated with the SELC District of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod,
Lutheran Haven has been a provider of
retirement services for more than 50 years.

For more information, please call or write:
Mrs. PJ. Summersgill = Lutheran Haven
2041 West State Road 426 = Oviedo, FL 32765

(407) 365-2224  Toll Free (800) 272-5676






