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 Hundreds of Florida-Georgia 
District members are expected 
to participate in the three Out-
reach Summits planned for 
February 2006.
 Hosting the Summits are St. 
John-Ocala, FL, February 2-4; St. 
Paul-Boca Raton, FL, February 
9-11; and Faith-Marietta, GA, 
February 23-25.
 The  three-day  events 
� themed �Par tnering in 
Christ� � will offer Bible study, 
worship, fellowship, a variety of 
workshops and the opportunity 

to develop work plans.   Rev. 
Charles Mueller will serve as the 
keynote speaker for each of the 
events, with District President 

Rev. Gerhard Michael Jr. serving 
as Bible study leader. Workshops 
will focus on partnering and 
outreach issues.

Outreach Summits Set for February

�I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the Gospel from the �rst 

day until now . . .� -Philippians 1:4, 5

 For the fourth consective 
year, fifth-grade students at 
St. Paul Lutheran School-Boca 
Raton, FL, raised money for a 
Christmas shopping trip for 
children who are being served 
in some capacity by hospice.
 �Over the past three years, 
we�ve raised $700, $1,100 and 
$1,300,� said teacher Karla Har-
dies. �This year, students raised 
$1,870 which went toward buy-
ing gifts for 19 children whose 
caregivers are in Hospice by the 
Sea� in Boca Raton.
 Fundraising efforts began in 
early November, with students 
doing �everything from washing 
cars to walking dogs to weeding 
gardens,� according to Hardies. 
 

 �We ask the parents to have 
the children earn the money, not 
simply be given money.�
 St. Paul parent and Hospice 
staff member Denise DaPra 

Johnson supplied the shoppers 
with the age and gender of the 
gift recipients. Armed with that 
informaiton and the funds they 
earned, the St. Paul students 

St. Paul-Boca Raton, FL, �fth-grade students Brittany Gentile, Julie Spinner and Jen 
Truzzolino with some of their purchases for children being served by hospice.

Students Bring Christmas Cheer
to Children with Hospice Connection

headed to Target on December 
16 to shop.
 �They spend a long time 
trying to get the best deal 
and the most stuff for their 
particular person,� Hardies said. 
�It is really fun and refreshing 
to see them realize that $100 
can go a long way when you 
are trying to make someone�s 
Christmas better.
 The students wrapped their 
purchases when they returned 
to St. Paul�s campus with paper 
donated by the school�s Parent 
Teacher League. Hospice by the 
Sea volunteers picked up the 
gifts that same day.
 �This is really my favorite 
day in fifth grade,� Hardies 
concluded.   k

Capital Campaign Achieves 
Half-Way Mark in Receipts

 When the Florida-Geor-
gia District came together in 
convention in June of 2000, 
delegates charted a bold course 
for the new millennium with the 
overwhelming approval of two 
resolutions: to establish a House 

of Studies serving college stu-
dents within the two states and 
to launch a capital campaign to 
expand District ministries. 
 Both resolutions supported 
the District goal to �increase 
outreach potential and achieve 
a three percent annual growth 
in the number of congregations 
between 2000 and 2010.�
 Today the Concordia House 
of Studies is thriving, providing 
instruction, learning opportuni-
ties and services to students in 
six locations: Atlanta, Gaines-
ville, Jacksonville, Orlando, 
South Florida and Tampa/St. 
Petersburg. Program graduates 
are now serving the church in 
various capacities � and enroll-
ment continues to grow.
 Forward Together-Servants 
in His Mission, the District�s capi-
tal campaign, was launched 

with a $10 million goal to sup-
port District mission starts and 
strengthen existing congrega-
tions; establish the Concordia 
House of Studies; to provide 
funds for capital expenditures at 
Woodlands Lutheran Ministries; 

and to strengthen Lutheran 
Services Florida and Lutheran 
Services of Georgia.
 As of December 31, 2005, 
cash receipts have passed the 
50% mark and pledges from 
individuals and congregations 

are approaching the 90% mark. 
Funds received to date have 
bene�tted the designated min-
istries, including Woodlands.
 Since the District Board of 
Directors voted to close the 
Woodlands due to unmanage-
able operating losses, it should 
be noted that the Board is work-
ing toward an appropriate and 
responsible disposition of funds 
earmarked for the Woodlands 
that have not been expended.
 With the next Distr ict 
convention approaching this 
summer, the push is on to com-
plete the solicitation phase of 
Forward Together-Servants in 
His Mission. Rev. Robert Besalski, 
pastor emeritus of First Luther-
an-Gainesville, FL, is serving as 
the coordinator of this effort.
 For additional information 
contact the District of�ce at 877-
457-5556 or 407-857-5556.  k

FORWARD TOGETHER-SERVANTS IN HIS MISSION � Florida-Georgia President 
Gerhard Michael Jr. (left) receives an oversized replica of the check from Cliff and 
Betty Berry (right) of Trinity Lutheran-Fort Lauderdale, FL, that pushed cash receipts 
for the Districts capital campaign over the $5 million mark.

 Individual registration is 
$60 per person. Group rates, 
available when five or more 
people from a congregation 

register, are $50 per person for 
groups of �ve to nine; $40 each 
for groups of 10-19; and $30 
per person for groups of 20 or 

more. Congregations which 
worship fewer than 100 people 
per Sunday who send �ve to 19 
participants will be charged $40 
per person.
 Registration costs cover all 
sessions and two meals on Fri-
day. Hotel information and site 
maps are available on line. 
 Registration packets have 
been sent to all Florida-Geor-
gia congregations. Complete 
registration information is also 
available online at www.flga-
lcms.org.  k
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I
n several places in his Pu-
litzer Prize winning book, 
1776, David McCullough 
comments that George 

Washington, the commander-
in-chief of the Continental Army, 
�saw things as they were, not as 
he wished them to be.�
 As we begin another year of 
grace, it seems to me that seeing 
matters realistically can assist us 
in responding to the challenges 
before us.
 Recently The Lutheran Annu-
al 2006 arrived. In the statistical 
section in the rear of the book, I 
noticed that the net gain of new 
members for the Florida-Geor-
gia District was 137. Compared 
to some Districts, this was a 
positive number, but when I 
think of the thousands upon 
thousands of new residents 
coming to Florida and Georgia 
each year, and the new missions 
we are seeking to establish, I am 
disappointed that we are not 
showing more growth than that. 
But this is the reality with which 
we are dealing.
 To counter the lack of 
growth, evangelism is what 
is called for, in my opinion. By 
this I do not mean some type 
of �Each one reach one� type 
of campaign, but that each of 
us individually shares our faith 

winsomely and effec-
tively, as God gives us 
opportunity.

k k k k k

 Evangelism is some-
times misunderstood 
as knocking on doors, 
which certainly can be 
part of it, but it is much 
more than that. Evange-
lism is witnessing to who 
God is, what he has done 
for us and all people in 
Jesus Christ, and doing 
it in a way that �gives 
grace to those who 
hear.� (Ephesians 4:29)
 For evangelism to be 
effective, the first step 

must surely include listening to 
the people with whom we as-
sociate. If we don�t know where 
their concerns or hurts are, how 
can we connect the Gospel to 
their lives?
 

Secondly, for evangelism to be 
effective, what we say has to 
have Gospel content. If we do 
not know the basics of our faith, 
as taught in the Scriptures, how 
will we be able to give a witness 
that hits the mark? Of course, 
this is much more than a for-
mula, or a sharing of something 
like four spiritual laws, which 
does not proclaim what God has 
done, but rather lays a burden 
on the one hearing as to what 
he must do!
 Thirdly, I believe that it is crit-
ical that our preaching, teaching 
and counseling announce what 
God has done for us in Jesus 
Christ. If our speech within the 

church re�ects a legalistic and 
moralistic approach to the faith, 
we preachers and teachers will 
not be empowering our laity to 
witness to Jesus.
 Fourthly, the matter of wit-
nessing is an ongoing process. 
Sometimes our testimony will 
evoke an immediate response, 
but most often it takes time for 
the word to germinate, sprout 
and grow, before fruit is pro-
duced. Given the power of the 
Word we preach, however, we 
need not lose heart for the Seed 
is good, for it encases in its hull 
the story of Jesus, the person 
through whom we have salva-
tion. It is the power of God!

k k k k k

 Another challenge facing 
us in 2006, I believe, is whetting 
the appetite of our people to 
hunger and thirst for the Word 
of God. Somehow we need so to 

present the Word, that people 
will come running, demanding, 
�Teach us the Word! Provide 
Bible classes for us! Help us grow 
in understanding the Biblical 
narrative into which we were 
engrafted by our Baptisms into 
Christ.�
 Without a solid grounding 
in the Biblical revelation, we 
will be subject to the whims 
of our culture � lured by that 
which captures attention for 
the moment but doesn�t last for 
eternity; we will be pulled and 
drawn by the fads and fashions 
of society, without having a clear 
standard by which to evaluate 
and test the worth of the differ-
ent emphases bombarding us.
 How are you doing person-
ally in your Bible study? Do you 
have a feel for the �ow of the ar-
gument in the letters Paul wrote 
to the Galatians or the Corinthi-
ans, for instance, or the context 
to which Isaiah addressed his 
prophecies, or for the power of 
the Gospels as their stories and 
dialogs are strung together in 
a very deliberate, intentional 
fashion to communicate the 
message of Christ?
 I believe it is also worth 
asking about the Bible classes 
in your congregation. Are they 
well attended? Do they really 
help you get into the Word, un-
derstand its message and apply 
it to your life? Do your study 
opportunities amount to more 
than a time to get together, or 
do they resource you for the 
challenges we face in a world 
that is at best indifferent to the 
Christian faith and at worst is 
hostile to it? Let your pastor or 

DCE know how your classes can 
be more helpful.

k k k k k

 As we face 2006, I�d like to 
lift up another area of concern: 
our worship life. Our Synod 
will be coming out with a new 
hymnal toward the end of the 
year. More important than the 
introduction of the new book 

into our congregations, I believe, 
is the state of the worship we are 
doing.
 Is the worship we�re doing 
re�ective of our Lutheran Bibli-
cal theology, or another alien 
approach to the Scriptures? I 
have seen and heard enough 
of the Purpose Driven Church 
and its related materials, that 
I become a bit nervous about 
materials that are not carefully 
sifted through our Lutheran 
sieve before use.
 When our worship life opts 
to be just contemporary or 
just traditional, are we cheat-
ing those who gather for the 
former out of the richness of 
our heritage, and denying the 
latter the creativity of the new? 
In our worship life, do not all of 
us need the old and the new? 
By retaining the old, we remain 
anchored. By trying and testing 
the new, we �nd our worship 
life stretched and enriched to 

respond to the challenges of 
today, maintaining the faith of 
our fathers in the language of 
the children.
 Whatever your preference, 
it seems to me, our worship 
needs to be Christ-centered, 
evangelical, true to Scripture and 
addressing our contemporary 
situation, a situation which 
inc ludes  our  inabi l i t y  to 
overcome the drag of sin and 
death that has tyrannized 
people ever since the fall into 
sin. If our worship does not have 
these qualities, I doubt that it 
will have the staying power to 
endure for long. 

k k k k k

 Finally, I believe I need to 
raise the challenge of whole-
life Biblical stewardship. It was 
very gratifying to note that 

in terms of overall financial 
stewardship the Florida-Georgia 
District ranked number one in 
the Synod. Undoubtedly this 
re�ects the additional income 
our capital campaign, Forward 
Together-Servants in His Mission, 
has contributed to enhance 
our mission and ministry. We 
are grateful for the generosity 
of many that has made this 
possible.

 At the same time, when 
we recognize that stewardship 
is the management of all the 
resources God has entrusted to 
us, to be managed according 
to his purposes, since He alone 
is the Owner, we must admit 
that we have much growing 
to do. Our goal is not to rank 
higher than the others, but to 
learn how to be God�s trustees 
who faithfully carry out their 
�duciary responsibilities. Given 
this perspective, and sin�s per-
sistent nature whereby we turn 
in on ourselves, I do not believe 
that there is any room for let-
ting up in helping one another 
to discover the joy of Christian 
stewardship.
 When I think of the way 
things are in our District � in our 
witnessing, Christian education, 
our worship and stewardship, 
there�s no question there�s room 
for continuing improvement 
and growth. 

 Personally I do not shy 
away from a re-commitment to 
growth in these critical areas of 
our life together, and I urge you 
to make a similar commitment, 
because of the ultimate reality 
we have in our midst! This reality 
is what God has done for us 
in Jesus Christ, and this is not 
wishful thinking. It�s a matter 
of history! He has become 
man � lived a life of perfect 
stewardship, ever following 
the Word of God in undivided 
devotion to his heavenly Father 
through thick and thin, until 
finally he gave his all in his 
death on the cross. The ultimate 
reality is that he did that for us, 
that we might be his people, 
e x p e r i e n c e  h i s  g r a c i o u s 
forgiveness, and find in his 
grace power to keep on working 
at making things the way he 
would wish them to be.

Facing 2006

Finally, the challenge of whole-life Biblical 
stewardship . . . When we recognize that 

stewardship is the management of all the 
resources God has entrusted to us, to be 

managed according to his purposes, 
since He alone is the Owner, we must admit 

that we have much growing to do. 

Evangelism is what is called for . . . each of us 
individually sharing our faith winsomely and 

effectively, as God gives us opportunity . . . 
witnessing to who God is, what he has done 

for us and all people in Jesus Christ, 
and doing it in a way that �gives grace to 

those who hear.� (Ephesians 4:29)

Another area of concern: our worship 
life . . . our worship needs to be Christ-

centered, evangelical, true to Scripture and 
addressing our contemporary situation. 
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Healing
Hope
Help & 
HUGS

 LSF Youth Shelters offer 
 prevention & intervention 
 services to youth in crisis

Serving youth and families in crisis,  
  at-risk children, refugees, the frail elderly,   
the homeless, and survivors of disasters

LSF serves to bring God’s healing, 
 hope and help to people in need.

               

 1-800-651-1853   www.lsfnet.org

 Lutheran Services Florida
changing lives daily

CAPSULES by Rev. Gerhard Michael Jr.
President, Florida-Georgia District

CALLING CONGREGATIONS 
Pastors 
Cape Coral FL........................................Trinity
Cartersville GA.............................Savior of All
Clewiston FL............................................. Faith
Cumming GA...............................Living Faith
Ft. Lauderdale........................................Trinity
Hialeah FL................................... St. Andrew�s
Inverness FL................................................First
LaBelle FL................................ Christ the King
North Miami FL............................. Holy Cross
North Palm Beach FL............................. Faith
Pompano Beach FL................................Hope
Stockbridge GA............................ Lord of Life

Senior Pastor
Orlando FL.............................Prince of Peace
St. Petersburg FL.....................................Grace
St. Petersburg FL............................Our Savior

Associate Pastor
Bradenton FL...........................................Hope
Brandon FL..................................... Immanuel
Winter Haven FL....................................Grace

Assistant Pastor
Eustis FL.................................................... Faith
Lutz FL............................................Holy Trinity

Associate/Assistant Pastor
Delray Beach FL....................................Trinity

Mission Developer
North Dade County (Miami Shores FL).......

Redeemer

Principal/Administrator
Brandon FL..................................... Immanuel
Davie FL........................................... Gloria Dei
Orlando FL.............................Prince of Peace
Orlando FL.............................................Trinity
Sarasota FL...........................Good Shepherd

DCE/DCO
Kennesaw GA............................. Living Hope
Marietta GA............................................. Faith
Orlando FL.............................................Trinity
Savannah GA........................................Trinity

CALLS EXTENDED
St. Paul-Peachtree City GA, extended a call 

to Mr. Cory Smith, Mt. Calvary-St. Louis 
MO, as Director of Youth Ministry.

CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. C. Mark McIntyre, Tampa FL, received 

a call as chaplain, Calvary Hospital-
Bronx NY.

CALLS ACCEPTED
Rev. C. Mark McIntyre, Tampa FL, accepted 

the call as chaplain, Calvary Hospital-
Bronx NY.

Mr. Cory Smith, Mt. Calvary-St. Louis MO, 
accepted the call to St. Paul-Peachtree 
City GA.

	
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER DISTRICTS
Rev. Dr. Ronald F. Fink to Southeastern
Rev. Dennis L. Bartels to Mid-South
Rev. C. Mark McIntyre to Atlantic
Mr. Leroy F. Beer to Texas

TRANSFERRED FROM OTHER 
DISTRICTS

Rev. Alan W. Havekotte from Indiana
Mr. Robert W. Reed from SELC

CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
Rev. Walter A. Pieper, September 25, 2004
Rev. Eduardo A. Llerena, May 28, 2005

LUTHERAN EDUCATION is very important to the Czerwonka 
family of Marietta, GA. Five Czerwonka brothers � (left to right) 
Matt, 8th grade, David, 5th grade, Jacob, 3rd grade, Luke, 1st grade, and 
Sam, ECE3 � attend Faith Lutheran School-Marietta. Mom Barbara 
is a classroom teaching assistant, and dad Greg served as the direc-
tor of the School Board for three years. Also attending the school 
are two cousins, Jessica in 4th grade and Tommy in the 1st grade. 
All are active in sports, music groups and service to the school and 
community. Maternal grandparents are also active members of the 
church and school. Paternal grandparents are members of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church- Sigel, IL.  k

 On Sunday, December 4, 
2005, members of the Christian 
Growth & Human Care Minis-
try Teams of Hope-Plant City, 
FL, came together for a wrap 
party . . . complete with rolls 
and rolls of Christmas wrapping 
paper. They joined forces to 
prepare the 97 gifts collected 
through Hope�s Family Bible 
Hour offerings for Messiah�s 
Tampa Migrant Ministry Christ-
mas Outreach. 
 During November, mem-
bers of Hope selected the name 
of a child who is a part of the 

Hope Members Get Good Wrap
Migrant Ministry and purchased 
a gift appropriate for that child. 
 Gifts were distributed by 
Connie Sikkema at the Migrant 
Ministry Christmas outreach 

event at Camp Christina in 
Riverview. She was assisted 
by numerous volunteers from 
Messiah-Tampa and the youth 
of Hope.   k

FIVE Florida-Georgia District members are among the 118 new students who enrolled 
at Concordia Seminary-St. Louis last fall, including (left to right)
� William Brath, St. Paul Lutheran-Weston, FL:
� Kenneth Buth, Faith Lutheran-Sebring, FL;
� Brent Hartwig (with wife Kara), Woodlands Lutheran-Montverde, FL;
� John Pearson, Good Shepherd Lutheran-Sarasota, FL; and
� Matthew Priem, St. John Lutheran-Ocala, FL.  k

William 
Brath

Kenneth 
Buth

Brent 
Hartwig

John 
Pearson

Matthew 
Priem

Shown here after the wrap party 
are some of the exhausted elves of 

various ages who gave of their time 
and talents that afternoon.

GRACE-WINTER HAVEN, FL, welcomed 30 new members 
by adult con�rmation and transfer during the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service on November 20, 2005. They were honored at a reception 
following the service. Rev. John R. Koczman and Rev. Dr. Milan 
Weerts serve Grace.  k

Rev. Ben Haupt

REV. BEN HAUPT was one of four Concordia Seminary-St. Louis 
students who received a call to be pastor during the October 28, 

2005, chapel service. At that service, 18 students were given vicarage 
assignments, with two other assignments pending. Haupt, a graduate 

of the Seminary�s master of divinity program, is being installed as 
associate pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church-Boca Raton, 

FL, on Sunday, January 15. The Seminary�s winter class 
is traditionally smaller than the spring class for pastoral 

calls and vicarage assignments.  k




