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 During the early 1920s, 
among the thousands of people 
moving to South Florida were 
Bertha Radke, Emma Reblin and 
Herman Thiele.
 With a view toward found-
ing a congregation of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn-
od, the three new Floridians 
approached Rev. H. W. Niewald 
of St. Matthew �s Lutheran 
Church-Miami. On Friday eve-
ning, February 12, 1926, Niewald 
gathered with 24 people at the 
Fort Lauderdale Women�s Club 
to conduct the first worship 
service for what would become 
Trinity Lutheran Church.
 The congregation grew and 
soon needed a full-time pas-
tor. Rev. Dallas Gibson came in 
answer to Trinity�s call and was 
installed on September 5, 1926. 
Less than two weeks later, a hur-
ricane devastated South Florida, 
challenging the members under 
Gibson�s leadership to help their 
neighbors rebuild their lives. 
Not until January 9, 1927, could 
the congregation formalize 
their organization. 
 Celebrating the 80th an-
niversary of this organization, 
Trinity members will gather for 
a festive worship service under 
the theme Forward in Faith on 

Sunday, February 25th, begin-
ning at 10 a.m.
 Invited to this special ser-
vice are former members, Trinity 
school and learning center 
alumni, friends of the congrega-
tion, members of neighboring 
congregations, community and 
business leaders. Trinity Luther-
an School students will assist 
with leading the celebration 
service and will help host the 
luncheon that will follow.
 

Þ Þ Þ Þ Þ

 Members of Trinity have 
enjoyed a rich history of activity 
in the Fort Lauderdale area and 
beyond. Pastor Gibson led Trin-
ity to found a Sunday School in 
1927 � the same year he mar-
ried Susan Hooks of Alabama. 
In 1933, Mrs. Gibson led the way 
in founding Trinity Lutheran 
School, which continues to 
serve students and their families 
today in worship, education 
and child care facilities located 
along South Andrews Avenue.
 Pastor Gibson and Trinity 
members worked to help other 
congregations get started 
including St. Mark�s-Hollywood; 
and Grace and Faith in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

 After 29 years of service to 
Trinity, Pastor and Mrs. Gibson 
left to help the members of Faith 
with their ministry.
 In August of 1955, Rev. 
Dean Kasischke   was installed 
as Trinity�s second full-time pas-
tor. Soon other congregations 
formed at Trinity�s initiative: 
Hope-Pompano Beach; Prince 
of Peace-West Hollywood; Good 
Shepherd-Fort Lauderdale; Mi-
ramar Lutheran-Miramar ; Our 
Savior-Plantation; and Gloria 
Dei-Davie.
 After 29 years of service to 
Trinity, Kasischke transitioned 
to part-time service at Our 
Savior-Lake Worth. Rev. Ralph 
G. Schmidt served Trinity from 
1984-1986, followed by Rev. 
Louis H. Abel from 1987-2005.
 Rev. Thomas S. Hackett was 
installed as Trinity�s pastor last 
year.

Þ Þ Þ Þ Þ

 Over the past eight decades, 
Trinity Lutheran has been a 
leader in outreach and ministry 
in many areas, including:
� Helping to form Lutheran  
 High School of South 
 Florida, which served 
 students for two decades;

February 25 service

Trinity-Fort Lauderdale Celebrates Milestone
� Serving as the site where 
 the Lutheran Women�s
 Missionary League was  
 organized in 1945;
� Joining with other 
 congregations for a time 
 to offer Lutheran Central  
 School;
� Having a part in the 
 development of the 
 Cooperative Feeding 
 Program of Broward 
 County.
 �As the members of Trinity 
look to the future, they see a 
renewed effort to serve children 
and families in the area through 
Sunday School, Trinity Learning 
Center and Trinity Lutheran 
School,� Hackett said. �They en-
vision partnering with others 
to bene�t people, as they carry 
on their tradition of worship 
enhanced by �ne music. 
 �They believe God still has 
work for them to do in Fort 
Lauderdale and beyond from 
their facilities in the downtown 
area.�

For additional information on 
Trinity�s February 25 worship 
service or to make luncheon res-
ervations, please call the church 
of�ce at 954-463-2450.  k

 Rev. Stephen A. Wiggins Sr. 
was installed as Urban Mission-
ary for Metropolitan Atlanta on 
Sunday, January 21, launching 
a new outreach partnership of 
the LCMS� Board for Mission Ser-
vices and the Florida-Georgia 
District. 
 Wiggins� installation service 
was hosted by Holy Cross-River-
dale, where of�ces for the new 
ministry will be based. Par-
ticipants in the service included 

Rev. Yohannes Mengsteab, Di-
rector of Urban & Specialized 
Ministries for the LCMS Board 
for Mission Services; Florida-
Georgia District President Rev. 
Dr. Gerhard Michael Jr.; Florida-
Georgia District Executive for 
Outreach Rev. Doug Kallesen; 
Rev. Don Schroeder and Rev. 
Khampheuy Munnicha, both of 
Holy Cross.

 �It is our and the Board for 
Mission Services� intention that 
this would be the beginning 
of establishing a number of 
urban ministry programs in the 
metropolitan Atlanta area,� said 
Michael. 
 Wiggins most recently was 
pastor of Christ Lutheran-East 
Point, GA, where he will con-
tinue to serve in an advisory 

Wiggins installed as Urban Missionary

New Ministry Under Way in Metro Atlanta

Participating in the installation service for Rev. Stephen Wiggins Sr., Urban 
Missionary for Metropolitan Atlanta (kneeling) were (l-r) Rev. Doug Kallesen, 
Florida-Georgia District Executive for Outreach; Rev. Dr. Gerhard Michael Jr., 
Florida-Georgia District President; Rev. Yohannes Mengsteab, Director of Urban 
& Specialized Ministries for the LCMS Board for Mission Services.; Rev. Don 
Schroederand Rev. Khampheuy Munnicha, both Holy Cross-Riverdale. 

Rev. Stephen and Annetta Wiggins

role. He described his new call as 
�the next move of God through 
Christ Lutheran . . . opening our 
second location in Riverdale.�
 He elaborated, �Christ Lu-
theran is partnering with me to 
establish this �rst of many new 
ministries which the Lord will 
build through this new call.�
 Last December 10, Wiggins 
met with Kallesen, Schroeder, 

Munnicha and leadership from 
both Christ Lutheran and Holy 
Cross to begin planning the �rst 
new ministry. Potential mem-
bers of the new ministry will 
be invited to the next meeting 
� tentatively set for February.
 �The vision and the process 
for development will be shared 
at this meeting,� said Wiggins.  
k
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Every congregation is a church in mission, and every 
member is a missionary; with all of us working together 

under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
empowered by His Gospel to share His love.

-gcm

 With the new fiscal year 
beginning February 1, I thought 
I would use this month�s column 
to alert you to the �nancial chal-
lenge we are facing as a District 
and encourage you to draw on 
the resources of good steward-
ship practice to help us meet the 
challenge.
 Our challenge arises very 
naturally for us. By nature we 
turn in on ourselves and manage 
our money from a self-centered 
perspective. God, however, has 
acted to liberate us from such 
slavery and enabled us to live 
in harmony with him through 
the forgiveness of our sins.
 Indeed, God has entrusted 
this Gospel to us, the good news 
of salvation in his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Having just cel-
ebrated his birth, we remember 
in this Epiphany season how 
he devoted himself to ful�lling 
the mission God gave him � as 
the anointed Messiah, he would 
establish his reign through his 
humble, faithful service. His 
service would climax in his 
self-sacri�ce on the cross, the 
full payment for the world�s sin. 

Knowing this good news, we 
must share it!
 I trust that in our hearts 
is the same burning desire 
that marked the disciples on 
the way to Emmaus when the 
Lord revealed himself to them. 
They had to run back to Jerusa-
lem to tell the good news that 
Jesus was alive, that the Messi-
anic mission was accomplished 
through suffering, for that�s how 
God would conquer. 
 John and Peter had the 
same inner compulsion. �We 
cannot but speak of the things 
which we have seen and heard,� 
(Acts 4:20) they said to the au-
thorities who had executed their 
Master. They had a message that 
could not be silenced. It was a 
�re burning in their being that 
could not be extinguished.
 The Apostle Paul had the 
same conviction. �Woe is me if 
I don�t preach the Gospel,� he 
wrote to the Corinthians (I Cor. 
9:16). He knew the reason. In his 
second letter to them he said, 
�The love of Christ urges us on, 
because we are convinced that 

one has died for all; therefore all 
have died.� (5:14f )

Þ Þ Þ Þ Þ

 Moved by that same love, 
the Florida-Georgia District is 
committed to strengthen con-
gregations for their mission, 
to raise up leaders to help our 
congregations tell the story, 
to plant new congregations to 

serve the growing population 
of our region and to support our 
national church body as it seeks 
to expand its mission.
 This forward movement in 
missions is expressed by the 
word �Ablaze!� As a District we 

are seeking to plant 200 new 
congregations and witness to 
at least two million people by 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation in 2017. 
 We have been doing well. 
Our Executive Director of 
Outreach, Rev. Doug Kallesen, 
informs me that we have started 
40 new ministries since we 
began counting in 2000. Our 

capital campaign, Forward 
Together-Servants in His Mission, 
has provided an infusion of 
cash to help fund these new 
ministries, as well as train more 
workers through the Concordia 
House of Studies. Unrestricted 
receipts were on an upward 
path through the middle of 
Fiscal Year 2006, but since July, 
we have fallen short of our 
expectations.
 At the end of this �scal year, 
we plan to be in touch with 
certain congregations to ascer-
tain what the reasons might be 
behind the drop-off in support, 
and then seek to determine 
how best to go forward, that we 
might help one another as we 
strive to ful�ll the mission Christ 
has entrusted to us.

Þ Þ Þ Þ Þ

 As I write this article, �nal 
results for FY 2006 are not yet 
in. We are hopeful that we will 
be close to having balanced 
our accounts through reduced 
spending. As you know, though, 
reducing spending often means 
delaying new mission starts or 
not funding projects as fully as 
would be ideal.
 Initial projections for FY 
2007 are that income will fall 
short of needs by perhaps 
$200,000 to $500,000. Pledges 

from congregations are being 
received in these days. These 
will give us a better indication 
of our true situation. The 
District Stewardship Advisory 
Council (DSAC) has been doing 
a good job in encouraging our 

congregations to respond. At 
their meeting January 26 and 
27 the Board of Directors will 
set our ministry spending plan 
for FY 2007.  
 I share this information 
with you, that you may be 
advocates for good stewardship 
practice in your congregation. 
Through your advocacy in your 
congregation, you can help 
your fellow members respond 
generously, so that the mission 
is not set back. 
 Th e  D S AC , u n d e r  t h e 
leadership of its chairman, 
President Emeritus Edgar 
Trinklein, is making strenuous 
efforts to provide resources 
t o  o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o 
promote first-fruits giving. At 
our convention last summer, 
they distr ibuted to  each 
congregation sample copies 
of a program entitled, �The 
Blessing of Tithing.� Reasonably 
priced, it is a great resource to 
assist congregational leaders 
help their members grow in the 
grace of giving.

 This past summer and 
fall, ýve pastors were trained 
to serve as Guest Leaders in 
congregations which wish to 
use the Consecrated Stew-
ards program. This is an 
enriched, Lutheran version 
of Herb Millerôs Consecration 
Sunday materials, and has 
had good results as it solidly 
anchors our stewardship re-
sponse in Biblical teaching. 
For more information, please 
contact Kathy Keene at the 
District ofýce (kkeene@þga-
lcms.org) or 877-457-5556, 
extension 4) and she will con-
nect you with the appropriate 
people.

Our Financial Challenge
Þ Þ Þ Þ Þ

	 My personal conviction 
is that God has given us suf-
ýcient resources for us to do 
the work that he wants us to 
do. The challenge, in my opin-
ion, is to help people sense 
the urgency and excitement 
of Godôs mission, and the joy 
and privilege of practicing 
Christian stewardship.
	 One simple way that I 
believe we can help our mem-
bers gain this insight is by 
having our congregational 
spending reþect the idea of 
ýrst-fruits giving. As our con-
gregations model giving  to the 
wider mission of the church 
10% or more, they provide an 
example to their members of 
giving the ýrst portion of their 
income for the Lordôs work.
	 Undoubtedly a major chal-
lenge for many people today is 
that they have let their wants 
and desires run away with 
them. As advertisers promote 
this product and that vaca-
tion, etc. we succumb to their 
sales pitches and buy clothes, 
homes and cars beyond what 
we should. As a consequence, 
we get over-extended; the 
credit cards have balances on 
them; we pay interest charges 
higher than is prudent. And of-
ten, who gets short-changed? 
The Lord and his mission.
	 Personally, I believe that 
these tendencies can be 
reversed as we help one 
another see our failings and 
then the grace of our God, 
who sets us free from our 
self-centeredness. Letôs make 
intentional efforts to teach 
biblical stewardship to our 

members. Through the power 
of the Gospel, we can be revi-
talized to take our place in his 
mission of extending his grace 
to others. 
	 My prayer is that we will 
indeed discover or rediscover 
the joy of stewardship, putting 
the Lord first in our money 
management; experience 
anew the excitement of Godôs 
mission as we tell the story 
of Jesus; and that we will tell 
that story with passion and 
effectiveness. In this way, our 
financial challenge will just 
be an opportunity for further 
growth as Jesusô disciples.

Having just celebrated His birth, we 
remember in this Epiphany season 

how He devoted Himself to fulýlling the 
mission God gave Him ... His service 
would climax in His self-sacriýce on 

the cross, the full payment for the 
world’s sin. Knowing this good news, 

we must share it!

My prayer is that we will indeed discover 
or rediscover the joy of stewardship, 

putting the Lord ýrst in our money 
management; experience anew the 

excitement of God’s mission as we tell the 
story of Jesus; and that we will tell that 

story with passion and effectiveness.

My personal conviction is that God has 
given us sufýcient resources for us to 

do the work that he wants us to do. The 
challenge, in my opinion, is to help people 

sense the urgency and excitement of 
God’s mission, and the joy and privilege 

of practicing Christian stewardship. 




