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turn those investments
provided.

Edith had a heart for
missions and wanted
to do all she could to
support spreading
God’s word around the
world. She had always

few days ago | met
with Edith. She had
been reading about
Charitable Gift An-
nuities for some time now and
wondered if setting one up
would be the right thing for
her to do.She had a substantial
amount of money in CDs and
money market accounts. She
never touched the principal
but did rely on the 2% - 3% re-

wanted to make a truly
significant gift to this type
of work but was not sure she
could get by if she gave away
a portion of her life’s savings.
After answering some
preliminary questions over
the phone we arranged for a
time to get together and go
over everything in more detail.
| showed her how she could
take $10,000 from one of those
accounts and transfer it into a

Charitable Gift Annuity. At her
age 82 the annuity would pay
her 8.5% or just over $850 each
year for the rest of her life. Of
that amount, $589 would be
tax free as it is considered a
return of principal making the
effective rate of return 10.3%.
In addition, if she chose to
itemize on her income tax re-
turn this year she could claima
charitable deduction of $5,048.
At her death the balance of the
annuity is not considered a part
of her estate and will go directly
to the ministry or

how everything had worked
out.She was able to make that
significant gift to missions she
had always dreamed of and
she did itin a way that actually
increased her income and
reduced her taxes all at the
same time.

| work with faithful stew-
ards like Edith on a regular
basis. Some set up the annuity
to support the work of their
local congregation, some the
work of the Florida-Georgia
District,and others the mission

and ministry of the Synod.The
Lord has touched each one
differently and my task is to
help them find a way to answer
that call. If you would like to
learn more about setting up a
Charitable Gift Annuity please
contact me at 877-457-5556
ext. 219, e-mail scecchetti@
flga-lcms.org, or complete the
coupon below and mail it to:
Steve Cecchetti, CDP; FL-GA
District Office, LCMS; 7207
Monetary Drive, Orlando, FL
32809-5753. [
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GOLDEN CELEBRATION — Holy Trinity-Tampa, FL, celebrated its 50t
anniversary in April 2005.Shown here at the celebration are (left to right) Rev.Ken
Yoakum of Christ the King, Rev. Lee Stisser of Holy Trinity and Rev. Scott Burmeister
of Messiah. Stisser led the 4 p.m. celebration worship, which was followed by
an anniversary dinner at MacDill Air Force Base Officer’s Club. Historical books
summarizing Trinity’s 50 years were distributed to guests. []
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Right Reasons ...

LCEF is offering this opportunity in
support of Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod churches, schools, and rostered
church workers. Your invested dollars

1. Meet the growing needs for
capital expansion resulting from
the Ablaze! initiative being blessed
with new missions and new
members.

Right Rate ...

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund is
offering a 4.318% APY* on its 18-
month term note investments for
individuals and organizations!

2. Assist current and future LCM5
pastors, teachers, and other com
missioned or ordained ministers in
securing an LCEF housing loan.

3. Provide “space and place for
preaching and teaching of the
Cospel”—today and tomorrow!

Demand for funds is growing. The
special rate of 4.318% is available
right now—but only for a limited
time!*

Please join LCEF in meeting the
growing need to help LCMS churches,
schools, pastors, and teachers! To
receive an application, call 1-800-843-
5233 or go to www.lcef.org.

May your new year ring with the
joy and hope of Christmas.
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Florida Regional Financial Office
Lutheran Church Extension Fund
PO Box 229009

St. Louis, MO 63122-9009

1-800-843-5233

864 Executive Dr
Owviedo, FL 32765

866-380-0558

www.lcef.org
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