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Every congregation is a church in mission, and every 
member is a missionary; with all of us working together 

under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
empowered by His Gospel to share His love.

	 In this issue of Lutheran Life, 
which reports especially on our 
District’s performance finan-
cially in the past year, I thought 
it would be helpful to devote 
my column to a consideration 
of stewardship. Recently I ran 
across the phrase, “a holy loan,” 

which impressed me as captur-
ing the essence of stewardship’s 
meaning.
	 Occurring in Richard Banse-
mer’s oratorio, “Mary, Mother of 
Jesus,” the phrase was used to 
describe Jesus as “a holy loan” 
who was lent to Mary for a time, 
so she could nurture and care 
for him. Then she would have to 
give Him back to His heavenly 
Father.
	 Isn’t this what steward-
ship is all about? We often 
restrict thinking of stewardship 
to matters of money, but it is 
much broader than that. It en-

compasses the people given to 
our care, the time we are asked 
to manage, the talents we are 
challenged to employ, the Gos-

pel we are called to invest, the 
financial resources we are called 
to oversee and the creation for 
which we are tasked to care.
	 Thinking of all of these as-
pects of stewardship as “a holy 
loan” can assist us in carrying 
out our responsibilities now 
while we have opportunity.
	 As in Mary’s case, the stew-
ardship of people is often a 
temporary responsibility. A 
teacher has a year or a few 
classes during which she can 
influence and mold her pupils. 
Similarly, the window parents 
have to raise their children as 

God’s children remains open 
only so long, and they are on 
their way,
	 How about our stuff? We 
may speak about “my house, my 
car, my clothes, my books, etc.,” 
but the reality that they wear 
out, can be destroyed, or taken 
from us, should help us treat 
them as “a holy loan.”

	 The adjective “holy” is criti-
cal in using our special phrase to 
promote a healthy stewardship 
practice. Jesus was loaned to 

Mary but remained God’s Son. 
Our houses, cars, clothes, and 
books are ours only temporarily; 
they really belong to God.
	 Seeing what we have as a 

trust from God can help us care 
for it in a new way. Knowing 
the time-boundedness of our 
stewardship, we can use, care for, 
manage what has been loaned 
to us responsibly and enjoy it 
as a mark of God’s generous 
nature. With Job we can say 
when these things are taken 
away, “The Lord gave and the 
Lord has taken away. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” (2:21)

à à à à à

	 What can promote such a 
view of stewardship? I know of 
people for whom a life-threat-
ening illness suddenly helped 

put things into proper perspec-
tive. It released them from an 
obsession with things, from 
possessing and controlling 
rather than managing. It freed 
them to enjoy and care for 
others while there was time. 
Impending death confronts us 
that stewardship is not forever 
but must be exercised now.

	 More powerful as a motiva-
tor than the short-term nature 
of stewardship is the eternal, 
unchanging character of the 
One to whom all belongs. The 
Owner is loving, faithful, caring. 
His person is revealed in the 
“holy loan” He gave to Mary 
— and the world. In Jesus we 
see a God who loves us, who can 
be trusted, whom to serve is the 
highest privilege.
	 The Lord of all has invested 
deeply in us, that we might be 
freed from the illusion that we 
are the owners when we are 
only the managers. Through 
the perfect stewardship His 
Son exercised for His short 33 

years on this planet, the Owner 
ransomed us from the enslav-
ing bondage that we are in 
charge to enjoy the freedom of 
sons and daughters of the King. 
There’s power for stewardship!
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	 What can help us practice 
seeing life as “a holy loan?” Let 
me suggest a few ideas ....

1.	Daily pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, being especial ly 
conscious of these petitions, 
“Thy will be done on earth,” 
and “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” Remembering 
“God’s will” can help you guide 
your management according 
to the Owner’s purposes. 
The plural nature of the 4th 
Petition can protect you from 
a selfish preoccupation in 
your stewardship and remind 
you to think of others as you 
manage what has been loaned 
to you.

2.Manage your money this 
way. Make the first expendi-
ture on your list that which 
you specifically designate to 
promote who the Lord is and 
His work. Make it a gener-
ous portion, so that it actually 
influences the house you pur-
chase, the car you drive, the 
clothes you wear. By putting 
His portion first, it can help 
you fight greed, overreaching 
for more than you really need. 
It can promote contentment, 
generosity and thankfulness.

3.Worship faithfully, week 
by week, with the people of 
God, where the reality of to 
whom things really belong 
can impact your heart and 
mind, helping you to resist the 
upside down values the world 
often pushes: you first, more, 
more, more!

4.Engage in small group 
Bible study whereby you can 
join in an intimate way with 
fellow stewards in seeking the 
Lord’s wisdom. Through mu-
tual support and prayer, you 
will recognize that seeing life 
as “a holy loan” is not a lonely 
way, but a path worth traveling 
with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ.

	 As we Lutherans know, 
mature, healthy stewardship 
is not ever fully accomplished. 
Our sinful nature asserts itself 
and we slip back into patterns 
of selfishness and ownership. 
By hearing the Gospel anew 
and then sharing it, we can 
help one another see that we 
have been bought with a price; 
God owns us; and our highest 
privilege is to glorify Him in 
our bodies. (See I Corinthians 
6:19f.) Life becomes “a holy 
loan,” that we want to pay 
back with our stewardship!

Growing in Stewardship: A Holy Loan

Jesus ... “a holy loan” ... was lent to Mary 
for a time, so she could nurture and 

care for him. Then she would have to give 
Him back to His heavenly Father.

Stewardship encompasses the people given 
to our care, the time we are asked to manage, 
the talents we are challenged to employ, the 

Gospel we are called to invest, the financial 
resources we are called to oversee, the 

creation for which we are tasked to care.

The Lord of all has invested deeply in us, 
that we might be freed from the illusion 

that we are the owners when we are 
only the managers. 

Knowing the time-boundedness of our 
stewardship, we can use, care for, manage 

what has been loaned to us responsibly and 
enjoy it as a mark of God’s generous nature. 

Through the perfect stewardship His Son 
exercised for His short 33 years on this 

planet, the Owner ransomed us from the 
enslaving bondage that we are in charge to 

enjoy the freedom of sons and daughters of 
the King. There’s power for stewardship!
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Concluding 
Comments and 

Observations about 
District Finances

	 As your District presi-
dent, I want to commend 
you and your congregations 
for your support in FY2007. 
Through your generosity, we 
had the highest total ever for 
unrestricted receipts from 
congregations. Thank you!
	 Due to some unexpected 
income from the closing of a 

mission (which we obviously 
did not desire), even though 
revenue from our capital 
campaign, Forward Together 
— Servants in His Mission, 
is tapering off, we were able 
to end the year with a slight 
surplus.
	 I urge you and your con-
gregation to promote firstfruits 
giving both personally and 
corporately, teaching mem-
bers to give to the Lord first, 
and organizing your congre-
gation’s spending so that what 

is paid first is that which goes 
beyond your congregation 
(District commitment, etc.), 
even as we seek to practice 
firstfruits giving on the District 
level with our commitment to 
Synod (which equals 20.5% 
of receipts from congrega-
tions in FY2008).
	 Together let’s keep on 
practicing Biblical steward-
ship, that we may enjoy 
doing it as we carry out the 
Lord’s mission He has en-
trusted to us.  l

Save these dates! The 2008 President’s Convocation 
will be held in Daytona Beach from September 24-26.




